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Again there was desolation and despair, crowds of
turkey-buzzards and other birds of prey gorging
themselves on the heaps of corpses.

In another part of this unhappy land the people
of Simigaca took refuge among some lofty rocks
surrounded at their bases by dense underwood.
In the first attack the Spaniards were defeated, but
in the end the catastrophe of Tausa was repeated.
The poor Chibchas were without their natural
leaders. Their chiefs had all been murdered. Yet
they made several desperate attempts to obtain
better terms. They fell at last, but they did
not fall ingloriously. In the end of 1541 the
people of Ocavita and Subachoque rose. The
veteran Captain Cespedes was sent against Ocavita
and was twice defeated. Subachoque was attacked
by Captain Juan Pineda, but the inhabitants
defended themselves with such courage and skill
that he was forced to retreat. Captain Suarez
Rondon then came in person with his whole force ;
yet treachery and not valour won the day. One
Alonso Martin sent to the leader of the Ocavitas,
earnestly requesting him to grant an interview
and arrange terms, promising to come alone to
meet him. The chief came out, trusting to the
officer's word. Meanwhile a strong force of soldiers